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In-House Basketball Workouts

Introduction will focus on differentiated skill development for bas-
ketball players of varying skill levels in grades 5-8. Workouts will be
held by PYBA and both boys and girls varsity basketball staff.

ID#W14-592

Thursdays, February 27, March 6, 13, 20 and 27

Middle School Gym, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

$30.00

Zumba Gold
Active Adults

This class will be 6-60 minute sessions of Zumba Gold with our
instructor Brooke! Zumba Gold is an easy-to-follow program that lets
you move to the beat at your own speed. It’s an invigorating, community-
oriented dance-fitness class that feels fresh, and most of all, exhilarat-
ing! Zumba Gold classes provide modified, low-impact moves for active
older adults. Ditch the work out and join the party! Anyone can do
Zumba! Come and shake it! Brooke’s classes emphasize on fitness and
are designed to be upbeat and give you a great workout all while having
fun! Wear tennis shoes with low tread and comfortable clothing you can
move freely in!

ID#: W14-601

Wednesdays, 2/26-4/2

Sterling Pointe Senior Center, 9:00-10:00 a.m.

$36.00

Cake Decorating: Stringwork Workshops

Come learn skills to create elaborate wedding cakes, anniversary
cakes, and other special event cakes, or cakes just for fun! In this work-
shop, you will learn many impressive designs of oriental stringwork
including triple drop strings, overlapping triple drop strings, zigzag
garlands, lattice, Cornelli lace, as well as GRAVITY-DEFYING upside-
down stringwork. Please bring an iced 2-layer (approx. 4-inches high)
buttercream or fondant-covered real cake to this workshop (or a covered
styrofoam 8-inch dummy cake).

Prerequisite: Cake Decorating Basics class or experience working with
decorating bags.

Saturday, February 22 at Middle School B117

9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (with short break for lunch)

$59 workshop fee includes supplies for workshop and light lunch

K9 Nutrition and Wellness Seminar

Come join us at Avaqyn Acres for an information packed seminar
presented by Dr. Jessica Levy with Holistic Vet Care. Holistic veterinary
care is on the rise. However, many dog owners are still in the dark that
there are other options out there; healthier and safer options. Formerly a
traditional vet, Dr. Levy has transitioned to holistic veterinary medicine.
Come learn a new approach to keeping your dog healthy, IMPROVING
your dogs health and more! Does your dog need annual vaccinations?
You may be surprised at what she has to say. What about dog food? Are
you feeding high quality kibble and what exactly does that mean? What
about ticks, fleas and heart worms? Perhaps your dog has reoccurring
health issues that land you at the vet time and time again and you feel
like you are out of answers. We promise you won’t be disappointed that
you attend this seminar. This is a no dog seminar. People only. We sug-
gest you bring a comfy camp chair if you have one. There will be time
for Q&A at the end.

For more information, visit www.Avaqynacres.com

ID# W14-485

February 19, 6-8 p.m. @ 34706 Dolphin St. NW, Princeton

$49.00

Call Community Ed to register for classes 389-4789

Ruff Start Rescue
Cat Spay & Neuter Clinic

M, angela boone
S PHOTOGRAPHY

Requirements Only CASH accepted

-Must show proof of
Milaca or Princeton
residence.

-Meet low-income status
& have proof of income.
-To see if you meet low
income status visit
www.MNSNAP.ORG
-Domestic cats only

- Register at
www.MNSNAP.org
or call 612-720-8236
-Mention you are R (N
registering for the Ruff i\
Start Rescue Project. =

- Must have picture ID

- Questions call Ruff Start
Rescue 763-355-3981 e 00" @

Email: Volunteer@ruffstartrescue.org

Civic Betterment Club

January was super cold, but it didn’t stop this hearty group! January was spent visiting members
who can’t be at our meetings anymore. We enjoyed coffee at the Caley House on January 8 with
Eleanor Berdahl and Hazel Reeve, who are residents there. Then on January 21, Tiny Lingle invited
us to Sterling Pointe for our monthly meeting. Thanks go to her children for serving their delicious
coffee cakes. It was great to be with these members who have done so much for our club throughout
the years.

Due to the early deadline last month, we didn’t acknowledge everyone who has made our events
successful last year. We extend special thanks to Art and his crew at Bremer Bank for allowing us to
have our Craft Room there, and also to the Princeton Union-Eagle for publishing our events. Member
Amy Wilcox was omitted from the list of our Santaville workers and she needs special recognition for
entertaining everyone throughout the day with her singing and playing the piano. Amy also put in
many hours to get items ready for the store at Santaville, plus she brought her daughter, Roseanne
Shea, to help. Thanks, Amy, for being a great member! Betty Jensen also brought help for the Craft
Room as her goddaughter, Roxanne Buddy from Baldwin, Wisconsin, worked with us too and the extra
help was truly appreciated. Thanks also to Phyllis Sueverkruepp for donating items for the store.

December also brought exciting news for the community with the Minnesota Historical Society
awarding a grant to replace the roof of the Great Northern Depot. We congratulate member Penny
Quast for all her work to preserve this historic building for everyone to enjoy.

Our club contributed to a family’s Christmas through Holiday Helping Hands, and we would like
to thank Gloria Bromberg, Nancy Campbell, Maureen Gould, Char Kramersmeier, and the Immanuel
Lutheran Church Women for the items they added to our donation.

We will be meeting on February 18 at 9:00 a.m. in the back room of K-Bob. Everyone is welcome to
join us as we continue planning our Centennial Year. Please call our President, Judy Barnes (763-389-
5855), with any questions.

Happy Valentine’s Day!!
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| %ﬁ%‘gpﬂ PRINCETON AREA LIBRARY \ 1) @ BOOK CLUB begins February 27!

can“i' v A Branch of East Central Regional Library
www.ecrlib.org 8 - 9:30 AM
b ? ‘ “To Know Him” by Billy Humphrey. We b
will meet twice a month finding out the ‘
/ answer to “Who is God?” In To Know

. o ) = gL e Y Him, he describes his incredible journey
Friends of the Princeton Area Library e

Friends of the Princeton Area Library held its annual meeting on =
January 9th at Merlin’s. The main agenda item was election of officers for
the coming year. Cathy Hegg - President; Janice Gerth, Vice President;
Elaine Fink - Treasurer; Pat Dunham - Secretary; and Members at Large
- Marilyn Heacock and Myrtle Slovik.

Meetings of the general membership are usually held on the first
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in the community room of the library. However, the
February meeting will be held the second Thursday, February 13th. info@princetonbookandbible.com il Il | 405 First Street

Anyone interested in supporting the work of the library is encouraged 763-389-1499 { Princeton, MN
to attend the February meeting. Members will be looking for new ideas for
membership and new ways to involve members in programs and financial
support of the library.

Come join us for a fresh cup
of coffee as we discover God
more deeply.

p—

First Congregational Church, UCC
610 1St. Street Princeton, MN

763-389-2034

Support Community Building -
Riverside Park February 7th 2014

March 29, 2014 Homemade Chow Mein Dinner 6PM:

at Steven’s Restaurant $8/adults, $4/kids (6-12) $24 Family (immediate only) -

. Details to follow via Chinese Auction starts at 7PM
princetonareavisionarycommittee.org CHINESE AUCTION $1 BIDS FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN ITEM, MAY PURCHASE
and future publications! \ BRREREEICHANCES.
N~

www.edwardjones.com

'/v
4

MARVY'S |2z 40
Freuelalue.

| STABT RIGHT. START HERE:]| B e = @ B,

FULL SERVIGE » SMALL ENGINE DEPARTMENT ¢ PARTS

8 a.m. to 8 p.m. MONDAY through FRIDAY
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Don’t forget to make your Yo u R BU I L DI N G ’ /) ’
2013 & 2014 IRA contribution. MATERIALS terlin q Pointe
e H EAD Q UART E Rs .. .becaflsEeNt;lce? /'F;ul;rlJZyl ’:Jn;; tters

106 N Rum River Drive
Princeton, MN 55371 . ..
o v o Houses * Garages  Additions # Decks * Landscaping 1050 Nosisted Living & Memory Care  rq

Lumber e Paint ® Hardware  Lawn & Garden ® Plumbing e Electrical Across from the Hospital

Edward Jones FREE ESTIMATES 763-389-8655 o
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The Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce held
their Winter Gala fundraiser on December 12, 2013.
The event was a record breaker in attendance and a

. successful fundraiser to help support the mission state-
“ment and goals of the Chamber. Princeton Business

owners and representatives along with Princeton com-

* munity members enjoyed an evening of music, comedy,

awards and fundraising events.

The theme this year was “A Formal Affair.” While
guests were encouraged to wear formal attire, all Gala
visitors were asked to wear or purchase a mask or hat
to accompany their finery. The guests were all dressed
to the nines and Reynolds Balloon & Party helped to
create the elegant atmosphere with decorating to suit
the occasion.

The evening started off eloquently with the harp
music of Ms. Heidi Street. Steven’s Restaurant pro-
vided a sumptuous meal that included a variety of
choices that would delight any taste palette. Later in
the evening, the audience was kept in stitches by the
entourage of Ventriloquist David Malmberg.

The silent auction was overflowing with a bevy of fun
opportunities for bidding choices and the live auction
auctioneer, Bill Meyer, added a whole new excitement
to some of the more unique and valuable items avail-
able for bid.

In addition to being the Chamber’s major annual
fundraiser, it also acts as the backdrop to recognize the
PACC Board Members that give so freely of their time
and expertise to help maintain and grow a prosperous
business and community environment for the Princeton
Area.

The Award Ceremony was filled with applause as
Minuteman Press was announced as Business of the
Year as voted by their Chamber peers at the November
Chamber Annual Meeting; Princeton Public Schools
earned the title of Civie Group of the Year, also voted

PREMIER GALA DONORS:

Berry Law Offices ST
Crystal Cabinet Works, Inc.

Erickson Asphalt

Frauensbub Commercial Real Estate  Quality On Site
Grand Casino Mille Lacs

J&S Concrete & Masonry VABS4U
Lingle, Philip J. DDS Walmart

by their Chamber peers. Votes had been sealed until
the Gala’s revealing at the Awards Ceremony. The
2013 Person of the Year Award was given to Tom
Vrchota posthumously; Jessie Vrchota accepted the
award on her husband’s behalf with a touching tribute
on his deep devotion to his family.

The Awards Ceremony also individually recognized
retiring Board Members with heartfelt thank yous and
engraved plaques as they came forward. Outgoing Board
members were John Herman (Fairview Northland
Medical Center), Deb Ulm (Steinbrecher Painting),
Holly Martinson (Crystal Cabinets), Mark Oleen
(Sherburne State Bank) and Scott Berry (Berry
Law Offices). Retiring member, Scott Berry, received
a standing ovation for his two years as president of
the Chamber and his strong push to give the Board
a business oriented focus and promote Princeton as a
great place to eat, live, play, and shop. Newly elected
members to the Chamber were asked to stand and
be recognized: Nikki Elton (Nikki’s Salon), Julia
Espe (Princeton Public Schools), Jeff Gongoll
(Fairview Northland Medical Center), David
Haugen (Princeton Agencies), and Curt Van Oort
(State Farm).

Thank you to all who supported the Gala! The event
proceeds help to fund some of the major activities
and supportive contributions that the Chamber pro-
vides for the local business community and associated
events such as: the Princeton Ambassador Program,
Princeton Area Business and Community Expo, Rum
River Festival, Fall Chili Fest and much more.

Presently, the 2014 Gala is scheduled to be held on
December 4. Mark your calendars now and be on the
lookout for that perfect cocktail or formal gown. It’s
rumored that next year’s Gala will be even more spec-
tacular!

S ST

Marv’s True Value
Minuteman Press Princeton
East Central Sanitation & Recycling  Pope Architects

Princeton Golf Course

RJM Construction

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR GALA DONORS:

American Family Insurance; AmericInn of Princeton; Ashworth Appliance & Electronics; Berry Law Offices; Bremer Bank; Bright
Child CDC; Call Roxanne; Cartwright Realty, Inc.; Crystal Cabinet Works, Inc.; East Central Sanitation & Recycling; ECM
Publishers, Inc.; Edward Jones Investments; Erickson Aspbalt; Fairview Nortbland Medical Center; Frauenshub Commercial Real
Estate; Grand Casino Mille Lacs; Great Lakes, Aquarium, Duluth; Hierlinger Shoes; J&S Concrete & Masonry; Katevy Clean-
ing; K-Bob Cafe; Lingle, Philip J. DDS; Louise’s Basemetn Boutiques Marv’s True Value; Maynards Restaurant, Rogers; Michelle
Christianson; Midwest Machinery ‘Cos=-Minneapolis Institute of Arts; Minnesota Historical Society; Minnesota Timberwolves;
Minuteman Press Princeton; MN Vikings; Mon Marché; Nikki’s; Ossell’s Fine Apparel; Paws Up 4 Yous Peoples Bank of Com-
merce; Pope Architects; Princeton Ambassador Program; Princeton Golf Course; Princeton Insurance Agency; Princeton Speedway;
Quality On Site; Republican Party of Mille Lacs; Riverside Family Chiropractic; RIM Construction; Route 1 Travel; Rum River
Automotive; Sesame Street Live; Sharp Styles Salon & Flannigan Massage; Sherburne State Bank; Silpada Sterling Silver Jewelry;
Sondra Erickson; St. Paul Saints; Stages Theatre Company; Steinbrecher Painting, Inc.; Taco Jobns; The Jungle Theater; The Rap-
tor Center U of M; Thrift With a Twist; United States Distilled Products; US Bank; VABS4U; Walmart; Zimmermaw Floral. -
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Al 27— Princeton February Flare Specials!

Princeton Book & Bible Rum River Automotive
202 1St Sts /033851490 101 4th Ave. N » 763-389-3811

2014 Kinship Plunge 15% off Handbags, Wallets SSIS% 00:: 2? soiloc:)hzl:gn?o:;
Kinship Youth Mentoring will be holding a and Coin Purses *Limit 1 offer per visit

“KINSHIP PLUNGE” for our Winter Fundraiser.

Sunday February 1, 2014 Family Pathways Princeton Wine & Spirits

Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. e 10% off any 6 or 12 pack of

Plunging starts at NOON 10% Off Storewide Craft Beer for Craft Beer Month
Green Lake, Isanti Gounty, Main Access
Located 1 mile south of Highway 95 on Kenon. Marv’s True Value
COST: Minimum of $100 in collected pledges per plunger. Reynolds Balloon & Party 31620 125th St. NW » 763-389-3201
Non-Profit Organizations: Funds raised by non-profit groups will S0 Sl S WO Hesatioaialls 1/2 Off 24'h0ur Carpet
be split with Kinship Youth Mentoring of Princeton with 70% stay- . .
ing with your program and 30% going to Kinship. If you would 50 Foot Aisle Runner $3_50 Cleanlng Rental ($1200 Value)

like your organization to participate please contact the Kinship (reg $lO 99)

Office and request a “Kinship Plunge Organization Agreement

Form.” Complete and Return the Agreement Form to the Kinship Osse"s

Office by January 24, 2014. i ° L L

This promises to be a very fun day! Team competitions and Aircare Heating & Air LU WL R e Dl © it LEio
costumes are encouraged. Make a day of it, come for the 12535 320 1/2 Ave. NW * 763-634-5628

Plunge and enjoy a fun family atmosphere!

25% Off
$10 Off Service Call Outerwear

Plungers must be 12 or older and in good health. Plungers un-
der 18 must be accompanied by parent, coach or the group
adult supervisor.
Registration and More Info: Contact Kinship Youth
Mentoring of Princeton 763-631-5967or

kinship@sherbtel.net or on facebook: Taco John’s Hierlinger’s Shoe Store
https://www.facebook.com/events/1375466219372610/ 301 S. Rum River Dr. * 763-389-5478 502 1st St. ® 763-389-2462
15% Off Regular Priced

Merchandise
1st Annual

10% Off Total Meal Price

Louise’s Basement

Mon Marché 105 N, Rum River Dr. » 612-309-1974

113 Rum River Dr. ® 612-819-0298

20% Off One Item 10% Off Purchase
for February of $50 or more

Valentine’s Dance

to be held at North Elementary School

February 7, 2014 ¢ 6-8 p.m.

The Princeton Ambassador Program, along with the North EI- . : Minuteman Press
ementary Student Council, are co-sponsoring the first annual VanAura Web HOStlng & DeSIgn 401 First St. Suite C ® 763-389-1220

Valentine’s Dance for Princeton students in the third, fourth and 11448 300th Ave. e 612-308-4899
fifth grades. Tickets are $15 per couple and must be purchased . . .
through the school by February 7, 2014. The student must be FREE! Website Review & 30¢ Color COpleS

accompanied by either a parent or a guardian. This is an ex- . ini i
cellent opportunity for the Ambassadors and Student Council Consultatlon (Mmlmum Of 10 COpleS)
. members to lead by example. B
You are never too young to make a difference and be involved
in your community. This Valentine’s Dance offers students and
families a fun and memorable evening together. The Student
Council and Ambassadors have chosen the “Historical Society”
as this year’s recipient for a donation that will be presented the
night of the dance.
Any questions, please contact Teena Nordin at 763-389-6831.
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FEBRUARY

Snowshoe Hike

Saturday, February 8, 1pm - 4pm
Meet at the snowshoe shed, south side
of CR 9, just west of the river. Watch
for signs. Snowshoes provided.

Valentine’s Day Full Moon Ski
Friday, February 14 - 7pm - 9pm

Meet at Blue Hill Trail. Bring your own
skis and equipment.

Snowshoe Hike

Saturday, February 22, 1pm - 4pm
Meet at the snowshoe shed, south side
of CR 9, just west of the river. Watch
for signs. Snowshoes provided.

APRIL

Evening Moth Program

Friday, April 25, 8:00pm - 11:30pm
Join author Jim Sogaard to learn about
these fly-by-night creatures.

JUNE

Wildflower Tour

Saturday, June 14, 10am - to 12pm
Meet your guide at Refuge HQ for the
car caravan tour.

Summer Butterfly Tour
Saturday, June 21, 10am to 12pm
Meet your guide at Blue Hill Trail.

JULY

Summer Butterfly Tour

Saturday, July 5, 10am - 12pm

Meet your guide at the Oak Savanna
Trail, beginning of the Prairie’s Edge
Wildlife Drive on CR 5.

AUGUST

Evening Moth Program

Friday, August 22, 8:00pm - 11:30pm
Join author Jim Sogaard to learn about
these fly-by-night creatures. Meet at
Refuge HQ.

OCTOBER
Fall Wildlife Festival
Saturday, Oct. 4, 10am to 3pm

Our annual celebration of wildlife, begin-
ning with a 5K run/walk through the ref-

uge. Featuring author and wildlife pho-

tographer, Stan Tekiela, live birds, horse-

drawn wagon rides, nature crafts, bird
education, wildlife discovery, Eagle’s
Nest Nature Store, silent auction and

food. Small fee for 5K and food. All oth-

er activities free. Classroom site on Old
Schoolhouse Road south side of CR 9.

Sandhill Crane Viewing

View thousands of cranes in late Septem-
ber and October. Stop at Refuge HQ for

maps and information, or download in-
formation from our website.

DECEMBER
Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, Dec. 20, 8am - Spm

Meet at Refuge HQ on CR 9. Join Friends of Sherburne Refuge to
SEPTEMBER count birds on the refuge and in the local
MAY Bird Tour area. Meet at Refuge HQ.

Saturday, Sept. 6, 8am to 11am

Spring Celebration of Nature
Meet your guide at Refuge HQ.

Saturday, May 10, 7am - 1pm,

Bird tour 7am at Mahnomen Trail;
Eagle’s Nest Nature Store open 8am -
1pm; Audubon Center of the North
Woods live birds, reptiles, amphibians
and a porcupine, Friends’ Plant Sale
and Kids’ Nature Craft 10am - 1pm and

Wildflower Tour

Saturday, Sept. 13, 10am - 12pm
Meet your guide at Refuge HQ for the
car caravan tour.

Refuge HQ is located on Sherburne CR
9, five miles west of Hwy. 169. Direc-
tions from area communities are on our
website. Refuge HQ & Eagle’s Nest Na-
ture Store Hours are 8am to 4pm Monday

Jor u:éii

more! All activities at Refuge HQ
unless otherwise noted.

Spring Butterfly Tour
Saturday, May 31, 10am - 12pm
Meet your guide at Mahnomen Trail.

JUNE

Bird Tour

Saturday, June 7, 8am to 11am

Meet your guide at the Blue Hill Trail.

Most of our tours and activities
are family-oriented & FREE!
Pre-registration is requested.
Contact the refuge for details.

- Friday. Closed federal holidays. Post-
ers with detailed information on each
activity will be available on our website
several weeks prior to the event.

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge

17076 293rd Ave, Zimmerman MN 55398
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/sherburne/
sherburne@fws.gov 763/ 389-3323

Friends of Sherburne NWR
www.exploresherburne.org
www.facebook.com/SherburneRefugeFans

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is committed to providing access to these events for all participants. Please
direct all requests for special accommodations to Refuge Headquarters: 763/389-3323, sherburne@fws.gov,

or TTY 800-877-8339 at least one week prior to the event.

Publishers, Inc.

0’ are you?

Let our talented staff create pro-
motional print pieces for your
business. Let your market know
about your business, with:

Please call today for
questions and estimates.

TOWN & COUNTRY
PRINCETON

(163) 389-1222

Updated 01/09/14

20132014
Crane Meadows
National Wildlife Refuge

Candlelight Ski Event

Saturday, February 15, 2014 - 6:30 p.m.

Join us to ski under a (nearly) full moon! A lighted, double-wide, groomed trail will make a mile-
long loop, which begins and ends at the headquarters/maintenance area. Dress for the weather.
Layers are a good idea. You must furnish your own skis.

= The Friends of Crane Meadows will also have snowshoes available for people to use. The
snowshoe trail will follow alongside the cross-country ski trail. There will be a bonfire near the
refuge maintenance shop, which will be open for people to warm themselves and socialize.
Refreshments will be provided by the Friends group free of charge, but donations are accepted.

Habitat Day
Saturday, March 8, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Our 13th Annual Habitat Day features family fun and your chance to help wood ducks and blue-

q/ ] birds. You're invited to learn more about these wildlife species and assemble a free wood duck
e or bluebird box to take home. Your own hammer or cordless drill is helpful, but not necessary.

= Dress for the weather, as part of our activities will be outdoors. The event is free, but donations
are appreciated. Note: If the event needs to be cancelled, the announcement will be made over
local radio stations, and rescheduled for March 15th.

~ All events will take place, or begin, at the refuge maintenance shop/headquarters area ~
~ Events may be postponed or cancelled due to inclement weather or lack of show ~

~ Sponsored by Friends of Crane Meadows National Wildlife Refuge ~

For More Information:

Friends of Crane Meadows

19502 Iris Road, Little Falls, MN 56345
320/ 632-1575
www.friendsofcranemeadows.com
Become a “Friend” of Crane Meadows!

Crane Meadows National Wildlife Refuge

19502 Iris Road, Little Falls, MN 56345

320/ 632-1575

cranemeadows@fws.gov

www.fws.gov/refuge/crane_meadows/
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to providing access to this event for all participants. Please direct all

requests for sign language interpreting services, or other accommodation needs, to Paul Soler, 320/ 632-1575,
paul_soler@fws.gov, TTY 800-877-8339 with your request at least one week prior to the event.

Y3

Drive-Up Window

* Fax/Photo

+ Delicatessen « ATM B I e I I |‘ I
+ Dry Cleaning * Bakery

*Money Orders « Floral

*Pharmacy with < Copies an

* Full Carry-Out Service
* In-Store Cake Decorating

OPEN 24 HOURS
1100 7th Ave. South, Princeton

Helping your business succeed

202 Rum River Drive South e Princeton e 763-389-2020
190 Central Avenue South ¢ Milaca ® 320-983-3186
26120 3rd Street East ® Zimmerman ¢ 763-856-4020

24-Hour Banking: 1-800-908-BANk ® Bremer.com
Member FDIC
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Make your resolution to become
a better winter driver

From Howstuffworks.com and article by Rachel Oswald

You wake up one morning to find the roads blanketed in a thick carpet of snow. It’s still too early for the snow-
plows to have gotten around to your small neighborhood, but you have to get to work on time this morning. You're
a little nervous about the commute, but you get in your car and begin your drive anyway.

After a little while with no mishaps, you grow more confident and inch back up to your usual speed. The radio
is playing your favorite song, and the traffic conditions have you convinced that you won’t be late. But now you’re
traveling down a hill toward a stoplight, and when you apply the brakes, you can feel that something’s wrong.
You're not coming to a smooth stop. Instead, you're slipping, and now the bumper of the car in front of you is
alarmingly close -- right before you crash into it.

You've just become another of the more than 1.5 million annual car crashes associated with poor driving condi-
tions caused by weather. These lousy driving conditions lead to an estimated 7,000 people being killed each year
and 800,000 more injured [source: Eisenberg].

To avoid becoming another statistic, there are some common errors you should know so you can steer clear of
them. In this article, we'll go over the top mistakes people make while driving in the snow.

1) Thinking 4wd or AWD makes you invincible.

While vehicles with four-wheel drive typically do perform better in snowy and icy driving conditions, the tech-
nology can backfire by giving drivers a false sense of safety. Four-wheel drive is used to send the specific amount
of needed torque to each of your car’s four tires to give it added traction to move forward through snowy roads.
That doesn’t mean, however, that you can race down the road at top speed in the snow and bring yourself to a
quick stop. Four-wheel or all-wheel drive isn’t going to give you the traction you need to brake. It can help you get
through some difficult conditions, but it doesn’t make you SuperSUV.

2) Not being prepared.

Many drivers find themselves caught off guard during the winter’s first snow. In fact, the most dangerous day
to be on the roads is the day after the first snowstorm. To ready your car for the winter, check that each of your
tires has at least a 6/32-inch (4.8-millimeter) deep tread. All-weather tires can handle most driving conditions,
but if you live in an area that gets a lot of snow, you should consider purchasing snow tires. Check your antifreeze
levels and battery power and make sure that your defroster and rear window defogger work.

As far as the inside of your car goes, purchase a snow shovel and kitty litter or sand for digging yourself out
of a jam and giving your vehicle traction. Flares, a flashlight and a snow scraper should also be kept in your car.
Finally, consider signing up for a winter driving class in your area.

3) Following to closely.

Many people inexperienced with driving in the snow make a bad habit out of tailing the vehicle in front of them
too closely. Like driving too fast, this lessens your reaction time if there’s a problem with the vehicle ahead of you
and you need to slow down suddenly.

It’s recommended that you double (or if you want to be really cautious -- triple) your normal distance between
cars, giving yourself a minimum braking distance of six seconds. Put another way, for every 10 mph (16 kph)
you're traveling, you should give yourself four car lengths of space. So if you're traveling at 30 mph (48 kph), you
should have 12 car lengths between you and the vehicle ahead of you.

You should also be looking ahead for stoplights, stop signs and curves in the road so you can give yourself
adequate time to brake or steer around them.

4) Slamming on the brakes.

When you feel your tires start to slip, it’s easy to panic and slam on the brakes. Don’t do it -- this removes trac-
tion from your tires, taking away your ability to control your vehicle.

Once you've lost traction and your wheels are locked up, slamming your brakes won’t change the situation.
What you should do when you feel yourself begin to skid is ease off the accelerator and let the car slow down on
its own. A moving tire means that there is still some traction, which is what you need to steer yourself out of a
collision.

If braking is required and your vehicle comes with an anti-lock brake system, brake with steady, even pressure.
If your car doesn’t have ABS, then you should pump the brakes by quickly braking again and again.

When handling snow-covered corners, you should begin a steady braking as you approach the turn. Once in the
corner, ease off the brakes and use the car’s remaining traction to steer through the turn.

5) Driving Too Fast.

Driving too fast is the biggest snow driving error [source:Dunlop]. Drivers have a bad habit of thinking that
once they've reached the highway they’re fine to drive at their usual high speed. Wrong.

When your car starts to slip and you're heading for a crash, every second counts. Driving too fast reduces the
amount of time you have to react and increases the severity of any collision. It also takes four to 10 times longer
to brake on icy or snowy pavement than it does on dry asphalt.

You should slow your speed when the temperature is close to freezing and sleet and snow have begun to fall.
Remember that there’s no right speed zone to be traveling in when it’s snowing, so you need to pay close attention
to the road conditions and how your car is handling to gauge a safe speed.

submitted by Troy Minske, Rum River Automotive
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SHOP LOCAL SUPPORT PRINCETON
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Luncheon
All Welcome!

Tues., February 11
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Medical Center

Conference Room 3A
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